Amnestic mild cognitive impairment (aMCI) is characterized by decline in anterograde memory as measured by the ability to learn and remember new information. We investigated whether retrograde memory for autobiographical information was affected by aMCI. Eighteen control (age 66-84 years) and 17 aMCI (age 66-84 years) participants described a personal event from each of the five periods across the lifespan. These events were transcribed and scored according to procedures that separate episodic (specific happenings) from semantic (general knowledge) elements of autobiographical memory. Although both groups generated protocols of similar length, the composition of autobiographical recall differentiated the groups. The aMCI group protocols were characterized by reduced episodic and increased semantic information relative to the control group. Both groups showed a similar pattern of recall across time periods, with no evidence that the aMCI group had more difficulty recalling recent, rather than remote, life events. These results indicate that episodic and semantic autobiographical memories are differentially affected by the early brain changes associated with aMCI. Reduced autobiographical episodic memories in aMCI may be the result of medial temporal lobe dysfunction, consistent with multiple trace theory, or alternatively, could be related to dysfunction of a wider related network of neocortical structures. In contrast, the preservation of autobiographical semantic memories in aMCI suggests neural systems, such as lateral temporal cortex, that support these memories, may remain relatively intact.
Introduction
Amnestic mild cognitive impairment (aMCI) is a high-risk factor for Alzheimer's disease (AD) (Gauthier et al., 2006; Petersen et al., 2001) and is characterized by decline in anterograde memory as measured by the ability to learn and remember new information. In contrast to AD, in aMCI there is no evidence of decline, relative to same aged peers, in cognitive domains outside of memory and no functional decline involving daily activities (reviewed in Petersen, 2004) . Whether there also is a decline in remote, episodic memory, however, is not known. The purpose of this study was to investigate whether there is any loss of remote memory in aMCI, particularly autobiographical memory, since in many patients with focal lesions involving the medial temporal lobes, anterograde amnesia often is accompanied by loss of remote memories. . Not surprisingly, the volumes of the hippocampus and its related structures are correlated with anterograde memory performance in normal aging (Rosen et al., 2003; Van Petten, 2004) and in MCI (Chetelat et al., 2003) , and atrophy in these regions is a sensitive predictor of progression from aMCI to AD (deToledo-Morrell, Goncharova, Dickerson, Wilson, & Bennett, 2000; Jack et al., 1999; Killiany et al., 2000) . There is also evidence that semantic memory, such as retrieval of names of famous faces or names of animals, for example, is reduced in MCI (e.g., Dudas, Clague, Thompson, Graham, & Hodges, 2005; Estévez-González et al., 2004; Murphy, Rich, & Troyer, 2006) . Reduced semantic memory in MCI is consistent with
